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DANDELION TO CULMINATE WITH HUNDREDS OF HARVEST EVENTS ACROSS 

SCOTLAND  

 

- Harvest celebrations set to take place in 13 Unexpected Gardens and 44 

community spaces and schools across the country, 9th - 11th September  

 
18 August 2022: Dandelion, the major creative programme that has presented events across 
Scotland encouraging people to Sow, Grow and Share, culminates with hundreds of Harvest 
events over the weekend of Friday 9th - Sunday 11th September. From islands and villages, 
to towns and cities, Dandelion invites everyone across Scotland to take part in the modern 
day Harvest celebration by attending an event or creating their own homegrown Harvest. 
 
Launched in spring 2022, Dandelion has followed the arc of the growing season, with the 
aim to make growing your own food  as easy and accessible as possible to people of all 
ages and from all backgrounds. Its creative programme of festivals, events and installations 
celebrates sustainability through community growing, bringing together music and art with 
science and technology to inspire people to ‘Sow, Grow and Share’ music, food, ideas and 
stories. The Harvest weekend sees the culmination of Dandelion in a shared mass 
participation moment, with celebrations taking place across Scotland in partnership with arts 
organisations, community groups and schools. Commissioned by EventScotland and funded 
by the Scottish Government, Dandelion is Scotland’s contribution to UNBOXED: Creativity in 
the UK.  
 
Dandelion’s Unexpected Gardens - created with arts and community organisations at 13 
sites across Scotland - will each host a Harvest celebration. Since April, the Gardens have 
been sowing and growing with their local communities and will now celebrate Harvest with  
live music from Dandelion’s Musicians in Residence and other artists, theatre and spoken 
word performances, storytelling, mural painting, cook-alongs, film screenings, craft and 
creative workshops, parades and ceilidhs; with all events and activities suitable for all ages.  
 
Unexpected Gardens highlights include family fun in The Field, Alness, where garden-grown 
free food will be served alongside a packed programme of workshops and live music 
featuring performances from Mairearad Green, Corrina Hewat, and Dave Milligan. In 
Glasgow, the Govan garden will stage an evening of spoken word and poetry curated by 
Victoria McNulty, a music gig, plus a meal and ceilidh for the local community. On the 
Hebridean island of Uist, a night-long feast and celebration at the Carinish Hall will feature 
live music, home baking, a community meal and ceilidh with local band, Beinn Lee. In  
Dundee, storytelling, mural painting, live music, talks, and discussion culminate in a special 
dinner inspired by the people and places of the city. In  Falkirk, Dandelion hosts a special 
Helix Harvest, sharing the work and produce from the Floating Garden, and celebrating local 
harvests past, present and future. Each Unexpected Garden is open to members of the 
public across the Harvest weekend, with details for each programme available online at 
dandelion.scot. 
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With so many events taking place, there is one thing they all have in common - the sharing 

of food, via a collective meal, or distribution of food grown. In the lead-up to Harvest, many 

of Dandelion’s Unexpected Gardens have been working with food innovator Simon Preston,  

to deliver “The Town is the Menu” in collaboration with a local chef or caterer, to create a 

signature dish for the area, based on its unique history and the stories of people who live 

there. Those special dishes will be prepared by each garden, with their local food partner 

and served as part of the celebratory community meal during the weekend Harvest events.  

 
As well as events at the Unexpected Gardens, visitors can also attend one of a series of 
community Harvest celebrations across the country. Dandelion, working in partnership with 
BEMIS, has supported and funded 44 community groups and organisations to deliver 
Harvest celebrations in their local communities. These  include Coo Park United AFC in 
Falkirk, a community football team who began growing during lockdown; Seaweed Gardens, 
based at Green Shoots Community Garden in Oban, in partnership with their local food 
bank, who will undertake a citizen science project developing an environmental seaweed 
fertiliser to grow vegetables; and Maryhill Integration Network whose Harvest will support 
their work in bringing asylum seekers, refugees, migrants, and the settled inhabitants of 
Glasgow together. Many of these grant-funded celebrations are open to visitors across the 
Harvest weekend, with details available on the Dandelion website.  
 
In addition to the public programme, 468 schools and 89,000 pupils across Scotland have 
participated in Dandelion’s Schools Growing Initiative. The programme saw them learn about 
both traditional and cutting-edge methods of growing, alongside activities exploring 
community and cultural connections to the land and food we grow. As part of this, pupils 
planted their own crop, which included sowing thousands of potatoes in 1500 tons of 
specially made growing mix. As the school’s programme comes to its conclusion, many of 
the schools involved will host their own Harvest celebrations on Friday 9th September, the 
first day of Dandelion’s Harvest weekend, with events and activities open to pupils, teachers 
and the wider school communities.  
 
For those unable to attend a Harvest event, Dandelion is inviting everyone to be part of the 
celebratory weekend by “’growing their own” Harvest celebration with friends, family, 
colleagues or their local community, by cooking a favourite dish to share, with something 
grown in Scotland. Anyone who wants to be part of the nationwide Harvest celebrations, can 
register their own Harvest  on the Dandelion website where they will be featured on a digital 
map showing the breadth of events across the country.  
 
Angus Farquhar, Creative Director of Dandelion said: “Harvest became a joyful festival 
over thousands of years, since we first picked fruit and nuts in season and marked the 
moment. Anywhere in the world, it’s the same story. In Scotland we still get together for 
Christmas, Burns Night, Bonfire Night and Eid but Harvest has fallen away; yet there’s never 
been a better time to celebrate all that is homegrown and homemade again and do it 
together.  This September, we want to see people - wherever they are, whatever their 
growing experience, take part in Scotland’s oldest new festival, bringing food and music 
together for Harvest. No matter the scale, let’s see if we can get Harvest back out there.” 
 
Tanveer Parnez, Director of National Development for BEMIS commented: “We’re 
delighted to have been able to support so many diverse ethnic minority and cultural 
grassroots organisations across Scotland to deliver Dandelion Harvest celebrations through 
the small grants scheme. We can’t wait to see what they create this September, and hope 
that they will continue to mark Harvest by putting on events in years to come weaving the 
Harvest as the tartan of Scotland .” 
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Marie Christie, Head of Development, Events Industry at VisitScotland said: “Following 
a packed programme across the spring and summer, it’s fantastic to see Dandelion 
culminate with such a rich and varied Harvest offering right across Scotland. With events 
taking place all over the country, it’s a wonderful invitation for visitors and communities to 
come together to share the food, stories and culture of Harvest in old ways and new.” 
 
UNBOXED’s Chief Creative Officer, Martin Green said: “UNBOXED celebrates creativity 
in its widest sense, placing it at the heart of people’s everyday lives, as Dandelion is doing 
across Scotland this summer. As a project, Dandelion is literally about sowing seeds for the 
future, which we hope will inspire local communities and the next generation. It’s part of a 
programme of five brilliant projects taking place in Scotland as part of UNBOXED this year, 
which combine art, science and technology, offering amazing events and experiences for 
everyone.”  
 
For more information and harvest celebration resources please see: www.dandelion.scot 
 
Dandelion is commissioned by EventScotland, funded by the Scottish Government and is 
part of UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK.  

 

END -   

   

MEDIA CONTACTS  

  

For further information on Dandelion and images 

please contact: dandelion@mucklemedia.co.uk / 0131 228 9713   

     

ABOUT DANDELION:  

• Dandelion is an ambitious creative programme 

running from April to September 2022 across Scotland, demonstrating the power 

of collective action in a major ‘grow your own’ initiative.  The project aims 

to make growing your own food as easy and accessible as possible to people of 

all ages with events and activities taking place all over Scotland - from the 

remotest islands to the centres of cities – including festivals, music, and 

cooking, reaching audiences around the world through online films, and digital 

activities. In September these activities culminate in hundreds of harvest 

festivals across the country, reimagining this traditional celebration for the 

21st century.  

   

• Dandelion has been created by team members based across Scotland including Cosmo 

Blake, Sustrans; Fiona Burnett, Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC); Neil Butler, Wrap The 

World; Fiona Dalgetty, Fèis Rois; Angus Farquhar, Aproxima Arts; James Johnson, getMade 

Design; Pàdruig Morrison, musician, and crofter; Tanveer 

Parnez, BEMIS Scotland; Donald Shaw, Celtic Connections; Nicola Strachan, James Hutton 

Institute; Caroline Thompson, Inclusion & Evaluation Specialist.   

   

• Commissioned by EventScotland and funded by the Scottish Government, Dandelion is 

Scotland’s contribution to UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK.    

   

http://www.dandelion.scot/
mailto:dandelion@mucklemedia.co.uk
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• For more information visit www.dandelion.scot and join the conversation 

on instagram.com/dandelionscot,  facebook.com/DandelionScot, 

and twitter.com/DandelionScot.    

   

ABOUT UNBOXED: CREATIVITY IN THE UK  

UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK is a celebration of creativity taking place across the UK in 

2022, designed to reach millions and bring people together. It features free large-scale 

events, installations and globally accessible digital experiences in the UK’s most ambitious 

showcase of creative collaboration. Produced by some of the brightest minds in science, 

technology, engineering, arts and maths, UNBOXED features ten major multi-site and digital 

creative projects that share new ideas and possibilities for the future. Events and activities 

take place from 1 March to 30 October 2022 – from the Outer Hebrides to Dover and from 

Omagh to Swansea, and across traditional and online media. UNBOXED: Creativity in the 

UK is funded and supported by the four governments of the UK and is commissioned and 

delivered in partnership with Belfast City Council, Creative Wales and EventScotland.   

   

Other projects presented in Scotland in addition to Dandelion include About Us (which 

opened UNBOXED in Paisley on 1 March), Dreamachine (Edinburgh), Green Space Dark 

Skies (Cairngorms National Park), and StoryTrails (Dundee 

and Dumfries). For more information about UNBOXED and the 10 projects, please 

visit www.UNBOXED2022.uk  

   

ABOUT EVENT SCOTLAND  

• EventScotland is working to make Scotland the perfect stage for events. By developing an 

exciting portfolio of sporting and cultural events EventScotland is helping to raise Scotland’s 

international profile and boost the economy by attracting more visitors. For further 

information about EventScotland, its funding programmes and latest event news 

visit www.EventScotland.org. Follow EventScotland on Twitter @EventScotNews.    

   

• EventScotland is a team within VisitScotland’s Events Directorate, the national tourism 

organisation which markets Scotland as a tourism destination across the world, gives 

support to the tourism industry and brings sustainable tourism growth to Scotland.   

   

• EventScotland has commissioned Dandelion on behalf of the Scottish Government.  

   

• For more information about VisitScotland see www.visitscotland.org or for consumer 

information on Scotland as a visitor destination see www.visitscotland.com.    

 

ABOUT BEMIS 

BEMIS is the national umbrella body supporting the development of the Ethnic Minorities 

Voluntary Sector in Scotland. BEMIS was established in 2001 to promote the interest of 

minority ethnic voluntary organisations, develop capacity and support inclusion and 

integration of ethnic minorities communities. It is a member-led and managed organisation 

with an elected board of directors. 

 

The major aims and objectives of BEMIS are to represent and support the development of 

the ethnic minority voluntary sector across Scotland, and to support the diverse communities 

and individuals that this sector represents, especially those who are under- represented and 

http://www.dandelion.scot/
https://www.instagram.com/dandelionscot
https://www.facebook.com/Dandelion-Scot
https://twitter.com/DandelionScot
http://www.unboxed2022.uk/
https://unboxed2022.uk/explore#about-us
https://unboxed2022.uk/dreamachine%20/t%20_blank%20%22%20/o%20%22https:/unboxed2022.uk/dreamachine%20/t%20_blank
https://unboxed2022.uk/green-space-dark-skies
https://unboxed2022.uk/green-space-dark-skies
https://unboxed2022.uk/storytrails%22%20/o%20%22https:/unboxed2022.uk/storytrails
http://www.unboxed2022.uk/
http://www.eventscotland.org/%20/t%20_blank
http://www.twitter.com/eventscotnews%20/t%20_blank
http://www.visitscotland.org/%20/t%20_blank
http://www.visitscotland.com/%20/t%20_blank
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disadvantaged. BEMIS aims to address inequalities by empowering communities, working 

towards an inclusive society by establishing structures, which recognise diversity and 

empowers ethnic minorities, and ensuring that they are fully recognised and supported as a 

valued part of the Scottish multicultural civic society. 

More here: https://bemis.org.uk/about-us/ 

  

 

   

UNBOXED: 

Creativity in the UK is funded by:   

 

 
 

    

https://bemis.org.uk/about-us/

