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DANDELION’S MUSIC CUBE INSTALLATION VISITS V&A DUNDEE 

  
The Cubes of Perpetual Light will play new music commissions inspired by the themes of 
sustainability and growth for a limited time at the stunning waterfront design museum  

  
Today [Wednesday, 29 June], specially designed ‘Cubes of Perpetual Light’ will come 
together to create a striking music installation featuring programmable light and 
quadraphonic sound. The installation forms part of Dandelion, a major creative programme 
demonstrating the power of collective action through an ambitious ‘grow your own’ 
initiative that aims to reach hundreds of thousands of people throughout Scotland and 
further afield this summer. Commissioned by EventScotland and funded by the Scottish 
Government, Dandelion is Scotland’s contribution to UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK.  
 
At the centre of Dandelion, is a meeting of art and science through the creation of hundreds 
of unique miniature ‘growing cubes’, called the ‘Cubes of Perpetual Light’. The 1m x 1m 
cubes are designed to foster accelerated plant growing and have been developed to grow 
hundreds of seedlings under LED light, combining design craft, traditional horticultural 
expertise and technological innovation. 
 
The Cubes aren’t just miniature growing laboratories however, they’re also the inspiration 
for new music which people are being invited to experience at festivals and venues across 
Scotland this summer, starting with the V&A Dundee. These special installations feature 12 
cubes and immersive lighting integrated with stunning quadraphonic speaker systems 
designed to best showcase the new music compositions playing ‘from’ the cubes. This is the 
only opportunity to hear these unique compositions in their entirety. 
 
As well as V&A Dundee the cubes installation will be visiting: Kelburn Garden Party, 1–3 July, 
Edinburgh International Book Festival, 13–29 August and Inverness Botanic Gardens, 15–29 
August. This activity forms part of a summer-long programme of art, music, food and 
science for the local community to enjoy. 
 
Leading musicians from Scotland and beyond have created 13 new music commissions for 
the Cubes of Perpetual Light, all inspired by themes of nature and sustainability. The aim of 
the commissions, which can only be heard at the instillations, is to encourage listeners to 
think more deeply about how, where and why plants grow. Each new music piece is 
commissioned by Dandelion with additional support for international work from British 
Council Scotland. The V&A Dundee installation includes 11 tracks with new music from 
artists including: 
 

https://dandelion.scot/
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- amiina & Kathleen MacInnes: A gorgeous collaboration bridging the mighty North 
Atlantic, from the Outer Hebrides to Iceland. South Uist native Kathleen MacInnes, 
one of Scotland’s finest Gaelic folk singers comes together with amiina, from 
Reykjavik - a strings-and-electronica quartet whose packed portfolio includes many 
collaborations with Sigur Rós. This unique recording for Dandelion features Gaelic 
lullabies  Crodh Chailein, Dhachaidh along with amiina composition blauwber’. 
 

- Arooj Aftab & Maeve Gilchrist: Arooj Aftab’s music is a breath-taking blend of Sufi 
mysticism, contemporary classical, jazz, ambient and much more – and this year, she 
became the first Pakistani woman to win a Grammy. Her stunning new 
album Vulture Prince features Edinburgh-born harper, composer and producer 
Maeve Gilchrist, and the pair are teaming up again to create new music for 
Dandelion.  

 
- Claire M Singer: Claire M Singer is an acclaimed Scottish composer and performer 

whose acoustic and electronic music draws inspiration from the dramatic landscapes 
of her native country. The Director of Organ Reframed, a festival of new music that 
reimagines the epic sound of the organ, she’s created a new multi-channel work 
featuring organs recorded in Aberdeenshire, Inverness, Stonehaven and Glasgow. 

 
- Vedanth Bharadwaj : Vedanth is a vocalist and composer born in Mumbai, India who 

trained in Classical music around the age of four, under Neyveli Santhanagopalan. He 
recorded two beautiful songs for Dandelion featuring himself on vocals, banjo and 
guitar along with Gurupriya Atreya on vocals. ‘Vrukshan Se Mati Le’ is a song written 
by Surdas (an Indian mystic poet from the 16th century). He writes about how one 
ought to learn compassion from trees. Trees neither love you more when you water 
them, nor do they hate you if you cut them down. It provides us shade, while bearing 
all the heat from the sun on its own head. If you throw a stone at it, it gives you a 
fruit! Lucky are we, to live in a world among trees. Surdas pleads to us to learn 
compassion from trees, or at least, from the indigenous people. 

 
- Craig Armstrong & Steve Jones: Craig Armstrong is a BAFTA, Golden Globe and 

Grammy-winning Scottish born composer.  Through his orchestral writing, electronic 
music and wide-ranging artistic collaborations in classical and film music, Craig 
Armstrong’s distinct compositional voice has received worldwide acclaim. For 
Dandelion he created ‘Endless (Study 1)' with guitarist Steve Jones along with School 
of Scottish Studies field recordings from the 1960’s to create a sense of limitless 
space and time for the listener. 

 
- Fergus McCreadie: Fergus McCreadie is one of the UK’s most exciting jazz musicians. 

Combining vital jazz sounds with influences drawn from Scottish traditional music, 
his brilliant third album Forest Floor came out in April to universal acclaim. His 
specially recorded Dandelion work ‘Life Cycle’ features piano and strings from 
Seonaid Aitken, Emma Pantel, Sarah Leonard & Juliette Lemoine. 

 
- Jason Singh: Jason Singh is a remarkable sound artist, beatboxer, producer and 

performer whose music is inspired by the natural world. Nicknamed “The Human 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mumbai,_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neyveli_Santhanagopalan
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Sampler” by Cerys Matthews, he’s worked with everyone from Sir David 
Attenborough to Talvin Singh. His composition for Dandelion, Droop, is a lament in 
response to our climate crisis. It is a collaboration between plant, humans and 
technology and has been created by converting the electrical signals generated by 
the Camellia plant into musical notes played through analogue and digital 
synthesisers.  

 
- Maya Youssef: Syria’s Maya Youssef is the ‘Queen of the Qanun’, an extraordinary 

78-stringed Middle Eastern plucked zither. Her life-affirming music is rooted in the 
Arabic classical tradition but forges into jazz, Western classical and Latin music – as 
heard at the BBC Proms, WOMAD and now here on this special work for Dandelion: 
Back to Earth, Barley Blessing & Eastern Wind featuring Maya with Scottish 
musicians Innes White, Catriona Price, Craig Baxter, Alice Allen, Ciorstaidh Beaton 
and Arabic Nay player Moslem Rahal 

 
- Ravi Bandhu: Hailing from Sri Lanka, this acclaimed drummer, dancer and 

choreographer has taken his magnificent drum ensemble to stages as far afield as 
WOMAD in Reading and the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, 
DC.  

 
- Trio Da Kali: In a unique African / Scots collaboration Trio Da Kali brings together 

Hawa Kassé Mady Diabaté, Lassana Diabaté and Mamadou Kouyaté – three of the 
best new griot musicians from the Mandé culture of Mali – along with award winning 
Scots vocalist Kim Carnie & piper Ross Ainslie – to bring a fresh creative vibe to 
ancient traditions. These songs continue with the long-time folk culture of telling old 
stories from the past that pay tribute to the people who do good things for the 
community and talk about the importance of living in the present and enjoying what 
happens now. 
 

- Brian d’Souza: An award-winning sound artist aka Auntie Flo, DJ, producer and 
performer from Glasgow via Goa, Brian makes magic from a blend of electronic 
sounds and influences from around the globe. Winner of the 2019 Scottish Album of 
the Year Award for Radio Highlife, he recently debuted immersive installation The 
Soniferous Forest and for Dandelion has composed ’Spring Symphony (Sage, Basil, 
Mint and Lavender)’ - a biophilic soundscape that harnesses the power of nature 
through sound. It was created by using a Plant Wave device to pick up 
electromagnetic activity from the different plants which translated each into MIDI 
notes. These notes then literally ‘played’ samples of various traditional instruments 
from the Hebrides - including Clarsarch, Whistle, Flute, Pipes and Fiddle.”I then let 
the plants play... totally naturally to produce a kind of 'acoustic ecology” 

 
Further music will be heard as the instillation travels across the country, including:   
 

- Manu Delago: There’s no sound in music quite like the hang, a melodic percussion 
instrument invented only 20 years ago – and there’s no better exponent of it than 
Manu Delago, who’s performed with the likes of Björk, the Cinematic Orchestra, 
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Ólafur Arnalds, Nitin Sawhney and Anoushka Shankar while making a succession of 
brilliant solo records.  

 
- Pàdruig Morrison: Accordionist Pàdruig Morrison was brought up surrounded by the 

culture, the music and the language of the Gaels. After bedding in the first Cube of 
Perpetual Light on the remote Hebridean island of Heisgeir, where his grandparents 
set up a pioneering experiment in sustainable living, Pàdruig is now making new 
music to help them grow.  

 
Music Director for Dandelion, Donald Shaw said: “Just as plants can grow from tiny seeds, 
great music can grow from small ideas that we nourish till they bloom into full art forms. 
The cubes can demonstrate accelerated growing in a wide range of settings, both the 
expected and unexpected. Placed in a particular environment they create a micro-world 
within a world, allowing musicians and listeners to imagine a sonic landscape that surrounds 
us, providing a space for contemplation and for us to imagine a future where we sow, grow 
and share differently.” 
 
Dandelion Executive Producer, Jenny Niven, commented: “To have our cube installation at 
Dundee V&A is a huge moment for us, and we can’t wait for people to hear our new music 
inspired by themes of sustainability. The new music will be playing within the cubes around 
the country, but you can catch them all in epic quadrophonic sound in Dundee, Edinburgh, 
Inverness and Kelburn this summer – it’s not to be missed!” 
 
V&A Dundee Director Leonie Bell said: “V&A Dundee is delighted to host this installation of 
miniature, musical vertical farms, the Cubes of Perpetual Light, showing the relationship 
between design, technology, plants and growing. We hope visitors also visit the Fair 
Growing Green in Dundee, one of Dandelion’s nationwide Unexpected Gardens which are 
giving communities the opportunity to come together and grow.” 
 
Marie Christie, Head of Development, Events Industry at VisitScotland said: “It's fantastic 
to see such an incredible group of talented artists come together to create new music 
directly inspired by Dandelion’s urgent themes of sustainability, and our relationship to the 
natural world. By fusing together new music with developing technologies, the cubes create 
unique ways for audiences to engage and connect with these issues, and in partnering with 
some of Scotland’s best-loved events and attractions, people all over the country can now 
experience these thought-provoking installations for themselves.” 
 
Martin Green, Chief Creative Officer, UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK said: “Dandelion is a 
brilliant coming together of artists, designers, technologists and scientists to make 
something special and important about what we eat, how it grows and how everyone can 
get involved in growing, wherever they live. Through growing cubes, like the ones at the 
V&A Dundee, music and many opportunities to participate in growing initiatives, Dandelion 
is designed to inspire people to create a sustainable future. Dandelion is one of five 
UNBOXED projects taking place in Scotland this year as part UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK – 
a year-long celebration of creativity across the four nations.” 
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Dandelion is a joyous Scotland-wide celebration of sowing, growing and sharing. 
Commissioned by EventScotland and funded by the Scottish Government it is part of 
UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK. Dandelion reimagines our relationship with food and the 
planet and the way we celebrate it together.   
 

END -  
  
MEDIA CONTACTS 
  
Images are available here to download: https://spaces.hightail.com/space/kRQY5bhrNw   
 
For further information on Dandelion and images please contact: 
dandelion@mucklemedia.co.uk / 0131 228 9713  
    
ABOUT DANDELION: 
• Dandelion is an ambitious creative programme running from April to September 2022 across 
Scotland, demonstrating the power of collective action in a major ‘grow your own’ initiative.  The 
project aims to make growing your own food as easy and accessible as possible to people of all ages 
with events and activities taking place all over Scotland - from the remotest islands to the centres of 
cities – including festivals, music, and cooking, reaching audiences around the world through online 
films, and digital activities. In September these activities culminate in hundreds of harvest festivals 
across the country, reimagining this traditional celebration for the 21st century. 
  
• Dandelion has been created by team members based across Scotland including Cosmo Blake, 
Sustrans; Fiona Burnett, Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC); Neil Butler, Wrap The World; Fiona 
Dalgetty, Fèis Rois; Angus Farquhar, Aproxima Arts; James Johnson, getMade Design; Pàdruig 
Morrison, musician, and crofter; Tanveer Parnez, BEMIS Scotland; Donald Shaw, Celtic Connections; 
Nicola Strachan, James Hutton Institute; Caroline Thompson, Inclusion & Evaluation Specialist.  
  
• Commissioned by EventScotland and funded by the Scottish Government, Dandelion is Scotland’s 
contribution to UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK.   
  
• For more information visit www.dandelion.scot and join the conversation 
on instagram.com/dandelionscot,  facebook.com/DandelionScot, and twitter.com/DandelionScot.   

  
ABOUT UNBOXED: CREATIVITY IN THE UK 
UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK is a celebration of creativity taking place across the UK in 2022, 
designed to reach millions and bring people together. It features free large-scale events, installations 
and globally accessible digital experiences in the UK’s most ambitious showcase of creative 
collaboration. Produced by some of the brightest minds in science, technology, engineering, arts and 
maths, UNBOXED features ten major multi-site and digital creative projects that share new ideas and 
possibilities for the future. Events and activities take place from 1 March to 2 October 2022 – from 
the Outer Hebrides to Dover and from Omagh to Swansea, and across traditional and online media. 
UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK is funded and supported by the four governments of the UK and is 
commissioned and delivered in partnership with Belfast City Council, Creative Wales and 
EventScotland.  
 Other projects presented in Scotland in addition to Dandelion include About Us (which opened 
UNBOXED in Paisley on 1 March), Dreamachine (Edinburgh), Green Space Dark Skies (Cairngorms 
National Park)and StoryTrails (Dundee and Dumfries). For more information about UNBOXED and 
the 10 projects, please visit www.UNBOXED2022.uk 

https://spaces.hightail.com/space/kRQY5bhrNw
mailto:dandelion@mucklemedia.co.uk
http://www.dandelion.scot/
https://www.instagram.com/dandelionscot
https://www.facebook.com/Dandelion-Scot
https://twitter.com/DandelionScot
http://www.unboxed2022.uk/
https://unboxed2022.uk/explore#about-us
https://unboxed2022.uk/dreamachine%20/t%20_blank
https://unboxed2022.uk/green-space-dark-skies
https://unboxed2022.uk/storytrails
http://www.unboxed2022.uk/
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ABOUT EVENT SCOTLAND 
• EventScotland is working to make Scotland the perfect stage for events. By developing an exciting 
portfolio of sporting and cultural events EventScotland is helping to raise Scotland’s international 
profile and boost the economy by attracting more visitors. For further information about 
EventScotland, its funding programmes and latest event news visit www.EventScotland.org. Follow 
EventScotland on Twitter @EventScotNews.   
  
• EventScotland is a team within VisitScotland’s Events Directorate, the national tourism 
organisation which markets Scotland as a tourism destination across the world, gives support to the 
tourism industry and brings sustainable tourism growth to Scotland.  
  
• EventScotland has commissioned Dandelion on behalf of the Scottish Government. 
  
• For more information about VisitScotland see www.visitscotland.org or for consumer information 
on Scotland as a visitor destination see www.visitscotland.com.   
  

UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK is funded by:  
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