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 OVER 44,000 PEOPLE PARTY IN THE PARK AT DANDELION FESTIVAL 

• Headliners including Les Amazones d’Afrique, Newton Faulkner and Niteworks stunned 
crowds at the free festival  
 

• The Pavilion of Perpetual Light stage lit up Kelvingrove Park, glowing and growing. The 
stage is made from 60 growing cubes, harvesting vegetables in a spectacular art 
installation. 

 

• Over 8,000 plants were given to 4,000 people at Sunday’s Free for All, a mass free plant 
giveaway to inspire the public to grow at home 

 

• 1,000 school children attended the Dandelion Schools Day on Friday  
 

• The next Dandelion Festival takes place in Inverness at the Northern Meeting Park, 
Friday 2- Sunday 4 of September  
 
 

Over 40,000 people partied in Kelvingrove Park at the Dandelion Festival between Friday and Sunday 
17-19 of June, in a celebration of growing and music.  
 
Audiences danced to headliners Les Amazon d’Afrique, Newton Faulkner, Admiral Fallow Niteworks 
in front of the ‘Pavilion of Perpetual Light’ – a ‘living stage’ made from 60 of Dandelion’s unique 
1x1metre accelerated growing cubes, with live vegetable plants inside.  
 

The free, non-ticketed festival transformed the park with live music, street theatre, talks, 
workshops and creative activities exploring sustainability, community growing and climate action. 
Commissioned by EventScotland and funded by the Scottish Government, Dandelion is part of 
UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK.   
 
Scottish and international artists performed across three stages, presented in partnership with Celtic 
Connections and Glasgow Life, including Les Amazones d’Afrique, Newton Faulkner, Admiral Fallow, 
Rura, This is the Kit, Darlingside, Niteworks, VanIves, Shooglenifty, Rachel Sermanni, Sam 
Lee, Orchestral Qawalli,  Jason Singh, Hen Hoose and many more.  

The festival is part of Dandelion, a dynamic creative programme celebrating sustainability through 
community growing across summer 2022, bringing together music and art with science and 
technology to inspire people to ‘Sow, Grow and Share’ music, food, ideas and stories.  

Alongside the music line-up was a creative programme of activities for all ages. Scientists, activists, 
technologists and writers came together with chefs, musicians, artists and performers to spark 
conversations around food poverty, climate action and sustainability.  

https://dandelion.scot/whats-on/dandelion-festival-glasgow/
https://dandelion.scot/
https://dandelion.scot/
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Walkabout theatre was a massive hit across the weekend with mischievous seagulls, Treemendous 
talent on stilts and an 18-metre-long immersive whale installation, made entirely of recycled ocean 
plastics, exploring marine conservation. Under 5s discovered the sensory world of plants and nature 
in The Nursery. In the Dandelion ‘Hothouse’, hungry minds enjoyed inspiring talks from some of the 
UK’s leading thinkers in food systems and environmentalism. A series of Dandelion ‘Potting Sheds’ 
dotted across the park hosted artists, performers and community organisations.  

On Sunday afternoon over 8,000 plants were given away to 4,000 people at the Dandelion ‘Free For 
All’, a mass free plant giveaway to inspire the public to grow at home, while a 5m-tall singing art 
installation made of flowers and plants called the Dandelion Singer serenades the growers with 
harvest songs.  

The festival culminated with a special long-table Meal of Thanks, prepared by professional chefs, 
celebrating unsung heroes of the past two years, nominated by members of their community.  

The Dandelion Festival music line-up was curated by Artistic Director of Glasgow’s world-acclaimed 
Celtic Connections festival, the Scottish musician, composer, and producer Donald Shaw.  
 
Music Director for Dandelion, Donald Shaw said: “It’s been an amazing weekend on many levels. 
With festivals, for me, the most special thing is always the unique musical moments that connect 
artist and audiences – like the uplifting Sufi songs of Orchestral Qawalli (backed by the Alice Allen 
string quartet), the stirring collaboration between trad fusion pioneers Rura and the National Youth 
Pipe Band of Scotland, a packed park singing along with Newton Faulkner, and the extraordinary 
Malian band Les Amazones D’Afrique whose irresistible grooves and songs of empowerment, all 
against the backdrop of the Pavillion of Perpetual light sent thousands home smiling and with a 
growing love for their music.” 
 
The talks, performances and interactive activity was programmed by Dandelion Executive 
Producer Jenny Niven, she said: “The park has been an absolute joy to be in this weekend. We've 
been absolutely thrilled with the atmosphere, and people have been so positively engaged it's been 
terrific. From the children who came in their droves on Friday and danced in the rain to Oi Musica, to 
the thousands of new growers who picked up their lemon balm and chives in the sunshine at the Free 
For All, it's been totally uplifting to be able to create a festival community at Kelvingrove this 
weekend.’  
 
“The message to 'sow, grow and share' - whether that's music, ideas, or plants - was fully embraced 
at the Dandelion Festival and we're delighted more than 44,000 people came out to do just that. It is 
very clear people are ready to come together again and that food, music, and community are always 
cause for celebration; we hope this weekend's events help show everyone can get involved in 
growing and getting creative and look forward to seeing people throughout the summer at 
Dandelion events all around Scotland.” 

The next Dandelion Festival takes place in Inverness at the Northern Meeting Park, Friday 2- Sunday 
4 of September with the line-up to be announced later this summer. The Dandelion Festival is free to 
attend and non-ticketed. For further information on the festival or the full Dandelion programme 
visit dandelion.scot.  

END –  
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
Images available here to download: https://bit.ly/DandelionFestivalKelvingrove 
 

https://dandelion.scot/
https://bit.ly/DandelionFestivalKelvingrove
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Dandelion Spotify playlist available here:  
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1FKdlHB6U2lGjQwvDIOIhz?si=c642994203f64acb 
 
DANDELION FESTIVAL – NORTHERN MEETING PARK, GLASGOW 
Friday 2-4 September 

  
MEDIA CONTACTS 
  
For further information on Dandelion and images please contact: 
·   dandelion@mucklemedia.co.uk / 0131 228 9713 or call Katie on 07792884852 
    
ABOUT DANDELION: 
• Dandelion is an ambitious creative programme running from April to September 2022 across 
Scotland, demonstrating the power of collective action in a major ‘grow your own’ initiative.  The 
project aims to make growing your own food as easy and accessible as possible to people of all ages 
with events and activities taking place all over Scotland - from the remotest islands to the centres of 
cities – including festivals, music, and cooking, reaching audiences around the world through online 
films, and digital activities. In September these activities culminate in hundreds of harvest festivals 
across the country, reimagining this traditional celebration for the 21st century. 
  
• Dandelion has been created by team members based across Scotland including Cosmo Blake, 
Sustrans; Fiona Burnett, Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC); Neil Butler, Wrap The World; Fiona 
Dalgetty, Fèis Rois; Angus Farquhar, Aproxima Arts; James Johnson, getMade Design; Pàdruig 
Morrison, musician, and crofter; Tanveer Parnez, BEMIS Scotland; Donald Shaw, Celtic Connections; 
Nicola Strachan, James Hutton Institute; Caroline Thompson, Inclusion & Evaluation Specialist.  
  
• Commissioned by EventScotland and funded via the Scottish Government, Dandelion is Scotland’s 
contribution to UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK.   
  
• For more information visit www.dandelion.scot and join the conversation 
on instagram.com/dandelionscot,  facebook.com/DandelionScot, and twitter.com/DandelionScot.   

  
ABOUT UNBOXED: CREATIVITY IN THE UK 
UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK is a celebration of creativity taking place across the UK in 2022, 
designed to reach millions and bring people together. It features free large-scale events, installations 
and globally accessible digital experiences in the UK’s most ambitious showcase of creative 
collaboration. Produced by some of the brightest minds in science, technology, engineering, arts and 
maths, UNBOXED features ten major multi-site and digital creative projects that share new ideas and 
possibilities for the future. Events and activities take place from 1 March to 2 October 2022 – from 
the Outer Hebrides to Dover and from Omagh to Swansea, and across traditional and online media. 
UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK is funded and supported by the four governments of the UK and is 
commissioned and delivered in partnership with Belfast City Council, Creative Wales and 
EventScotland.  

Other projects presented in Scotland in addition to Dandelion include About Us (which opened 
UNBOXED in Paisley on 1 March), Dreamachine (Edinburgh), Green Space Dark Skies (Cairngorms 
National Park), and StoryTrails (Dundee and Dumfries). 

For more information about UNBOXED and the 10 projects, please visit www.UNBOXED2022.uk 
  

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1FKdlHB6U2lGjQwvDIOIhz?si=c642994203f64acb
mailto:dandelion@mucklemedia.co.uk
http://www.dandelion.scot/
https://www.instagram.com/dandelionscot
https://www.facebook.com/Dandelion-Scot
https://twitter.com/DandelionScot
http://www.unboxed2022.uk/
https://unboxed2022.uk/explore#about-us
https://unboxed2022.uk/dreamachine%20/t%20_blank
https://unboxed2022.uk/green-space-dark-skies
https://unboxed2022.uk/storytrails
http://www.unboxed2022.uk/
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ABOUT EVENT SCOTLAND 
• EventScotland is working to make Scotland the perfect stage for events. By developing an exciting 
portfolio of sporting and cultural events EventScotland is helping to raise Scotland’s international 
profile and boost the economy by attracting more visitors. For further information about 
EventScotland, its funding programmes and latest event news visit www.EventScotland.org. Follow 
EventScotland on Twitter @EventScotNews.   
  
• EventScotland is a team within VisitScotland’s Events Directorate, the national tourism 
organisation which markets Scotland as a tourism destination across the world, gives support to the 
tourism industry and brings sustainable tourism growth to Scotland.  
  
• EventScotland has commissioned Dandelion on behalf of the Scottish Government. 
  
• For more information about VisitScotland see www.visitscotland.org or for consumer information 
on Scotland as a visitor destination see www.visitscotland.com.   
  

UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK is funded by:  

 
  
 
About Celtic Connections  
•  Celtic Connections began in 1994, when it offered 66 events at one venue. Since then, it’s grown 
more adventurous, experimental and diverse each year and now offers hundreds of events in 
locations across Glasgow. www.celticconnections.com 

 
About Glasgow Life 
•  Glasgow Life is a charity working for the benefit of the people of Glasgow. We believe everyone 
deserves a great Glasgow life and we find innovative ways to make this happen across the city’s 
diverse communities. 
 
•  Our programmes, experiences and events range from grassroots community activities to large-
scale cultural, artistic and sporting events which present Glasgow on an international stage. 
 
•  Our work is designed to promote inclusion, happiness and health, as well as support the city’s 
visitor economy, in order to enhance Glasgow’s mental, physical and economic wellbeing 
• For more information on our work, see www.glasgowlife.org.uk 
 
Dandelion’s Music Partners:  
 
 

                                          
 

http://www.eventscotland.org/%20/t%20_blank
http://www.twitter.com/eventscotnews%20/t%20_blank
http://www.visitscotland.org/%20/t%20_blank
http://www.visitscotland.com/%20/t%20_blank
http://www.celticconnections.com/
http://www.glasgowlife.org.uk/

