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Dandelion Festivals to take place in Glasgow and Inverness this summer  
 

• Rura, This is the Kit, Admiral Fallow, Newton Faulkner, Hen Hoose, Niteworks, Darlingside 
& Les Amazones d’Afrique are among the line-up for the free, outdoor music, arts 

and food festival in Glasgow in June 
 

• Spectacular 10m-high ‘Pavilion’ installation forms a ‘living’ stage-set, housing plant-life 
within a giant vertical farm 

 

• A creative programme for all ages celebrating food, music, growing and ideas runs across the 
three-day festival 

 
Two major free outdoor festivals will take place this summer in Glasgow and Inverness as part 
of Dandelion, an ambitious creative programme taking place across Scotland in 2022. Following the 
arc of the growing season, Dandelion will inspire people to ‘sow, grow and share’ food, music, 
knowledge and ideas.  
 
Taking place over three days, from Friday 17th June until Sunday 19th June, the first Dandelion 
Festival will take root at the heart of Glasgow’s Kelvingrove Park, with the second taking place in 
Inverness at the Northern Meeting Park, from the 2nd until 4th September.  
 
Across the weekend the park will be transformed with live music, interactive walkabout theatre, 
science and creative activities for all the family, talks, participatory workshops and food, as part of a 
unique festival that dares to reimagine our relationship with food and the planet. 
 
The Friday evening and Saturday of each festival will be devoted to live music from Scottish and 
international artists across two stages presented in partnership with Celtic Connections and Glasgow 
Life.  
 
In Glasgow, the music line-up includes performances from Rura, Les Amazones d’Afrique, Newton 
Faulkner, Niteworks, This is the Kit, The Orchestral Qawwali Project with Abi Sampa, Admiral Fallow, 
Darlingside, Hannah Rarity,  Jason Singh,  National Youth Pipe Band,  LYRE LYRE,  Glasgow 
African Balafon Orchestra, Lisa Rigby,  Baque Luar,  Hen Hoose featuring Tamara Schlesinger, Emma 
Pollock, Elisabeth Elektra, Suse Bear, Pippa Murphy, Karine Polwart, Carla J Easton, 
Jayda, Amandah Wilkinson, with more special guests to be announced ahead of the Festival.  
 
Sitting at the heart of the festival site will be the spectacular ‘Pavilion of Perpetual Light’, a striking 
10-metre-tall art installation. The Pavilion is created from 60 miniature vertical farms - 1m x 1m 
growing cubes specially created for Dandelion, brought together to form a giant structure, with 
built-in stage, acting as a backdrop to performances. The installation will host an abundance of plant 
life, tended to by ‘performer-technicians’ creating a spectacular focal point. The site will host a 



further two stages, including the circular ‘Orchard Stage’ presenting artists in the round, allowing 
people to gather 360 degrees around the stage to see bands in a close-up, intimate setting.  
 
Alongside the live music, sits a creative programme of activities for all ages. Over the three 
days, scientists, activists, technologists and writers will come together with chefs, musicians, 
artists and performers to spark conversations around Dandelion’s core theme of how people can 
creatively engage with topics such as food poverty, climate action and sustainability.  
 
A series of Dandelion ‘Potting Sheds’ dotted across the park will host artists, performers and 
community organisations, whilst Dandelion’s team of student horticulturalists will be on hand to 
answer questions about plants and growing. There is the chance to get up close and learn more 
about Dandelion’s growing cubes, whilst under 5s can discover the world of plants and nature in The 
Nursery. On Friday daytime the Dandelion Festival will welcome local schools to take part in science 
activities, talks and creative workshops. The event will culminate on the Sunday with a mass free 
plant giveaway to inspire the public to grow at home and a special long table community meal share.  
 
Commissioned by EventScotland and funded via the Scottish Government, Dandelion is Scotland’s 
contribution to UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK, a nationwide programme of creative events and 
engagement. Dandelion brings together artists, scientists, performers, and technologists to present a 
six-month series of events and programmes throughout Scotland, starting on 28 April.  
 
Further details about the wider Dandelion programme will be released at the end of April, with 
information about the Inverness Festival released following the Glasgow dates in late June.  
  
Donald Shaw, Music Director of Dandelion said: “We’re delighted to reveal the first artists for 
Glasgow’s Dandelion Festival. It will be a very special environment with performances on unique 
stages within the iconic splendour of Kelvingrove Park. We’re also very excited to be able to host the 
premiere performance of Hen Hoose, a brilliant new collective of Scottish female and non-binary 
musicians. All of the musicians who feature on our line-up have a passion for the values of 
Dandelion, sharing our beliefs in environmentalism, individual action against climate change and the 
need to address issues around food poverty. The Dandelion Festivals tell the Dandelion story in 
creative, accessible, powerful ways and make the connections between growing and cultural 
experiences. These are truly family friendly events with interactive demos, talks and discussion 
about art, science and music for everyone at all levels of interest.” 
 
Hen Hoose founder, Tamara Schlesinger said: "We are absolutely delighted to be playing our debut 
Hen Hoose live performance at Dandelion Festival this year. Hen Hoose was formed to highlight the 
talent of female and non-binary songwriters and producers in Scotland and I can't think of a better 
environment for us to have our first show. It is fantastic to have the opportunity to bring all of us 
together on one stage, to play at an event with such important values." 
 
Paul Bush OBE, Visit Scotland Director of Events said: “The Dandelion Festivals promise to be an 
exciting addition to Scotland’s events landscape this summer, bringing together a creative 
programme infused with the collaborative spirit and environmentalist ethos of the Dandelion 
project. It’s wonderful to see artists, scientists and food specialists coming together to create 
a bespoke festival experience for audiences and visitors across Scotland, and we’re proud to support 
a project that aims to connect creatively with the widest range of audiences in this way.” 

 
Dr Bridget McConnell, Chief Executive of Glasgow Life, said: “Set against the spectacular backdrop 
of Kelvingrove Park, Glasgow’s exciting Dandelion Festival will bring a rich mix of world-class music, 
presented in partnership with Glasgow Life’s Celtic Connections team, and inspiring and immersive 

https://unboxed2022.uk/


cultural experiences to the city this summer. The Dandelion programme is an innovative and 
ambitious approach to community growing and engagement; one that’s rooted in bringing people 
together to celebrate food, music, sustainability and diversity as well as showcasing the power of 
collaboration and collective action. Projects like Dandelion, as part of the wider UNBOXED collective, 
are hugely important to Scotland’s social and economic recovery, and the recovery of our creative 
industries, and Glasgow Life is delighted to be working with partners to champion and support its 
delivery.”   

 

Dandelion is one of 10 major creative projects commissioned as part of UNBOXED: Creativity in 
the UK, which is taking place across England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales in 2022. The UK’s 
most ambitious showcase of creative collaboration includes free large-scale events, installations and 
globally accessible digital experiences, and an extensive learning programme, which aims to reach 
millions of schoolchildren. Five other projects from the UNBOXED programme will present activities 
in Scotland, in addition to Dandelion.  

UNBOXED’s Chief Creative Officer, Martin Green said: “UNBOXED is about bringing people from 
across the UK together in a celebration of creativity. The Pavilion of Perpetual Light exemplifies what 
is possible when artists, scientists and technologists work together to imagine possibilities for the 
future. The Dandelion Festivals will be a brilliant moment this summer to bring people back together 
to celebrate live music, food and ideas.” 
 
The festivals in Glasgow and Inverness are subject to licensing. Both dates are free to attend and 
non-ticketed. For further information on the festivals or the full Dandelion 
programme visit dandelion.scot.  
 
Glasgow Dandelion Festival 
17-19 June  
 

Kelvingrove Park,  
6 Professors’ Square 
Glasgow, G3 
 
Inverness Dandelion Festival 
2-4 of September 
 

Northern Meeting Park 
14 Ardross St, 
 Inverness, IV3 5NS 
 
The Dandelion Programme 
 The Dandelion programme follows the arc of the growing season, from April to September 2022. It 
will culminate in hundreds of Harvest gatherings across Scotland, reimagining the cultural 
celebration of harvest for the 21st century, led by the next generation of producers, musicians and 
growers. In between, the programme can be found all over Scotland – creating 13 ‘Unexpected 
Gardens’ in unusual places across the country, launch a ‘floating garden’ that will travel the canal 
network across the Central Belt, stage two major music festivals featuring Scottish and International 
artists in Glasgow this June, and Inverness in September, and encouraging people all over the 
country to get growing at one of over 20 ‘Free-for-all’ events that will see thousands of free plants 
given away to audiences.   
 
April – September 2022 
dandelion.scot  
 

https://dandelion.scot/
https://dandelion.scot/blog/programmes/cubes-of-perpetual-light


UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK 
Events in Scotland include: Dreamachine (Edinburgh, 13 Aug - 25 Sept), Green Space Dark Skies 
(locations across Scotland, August to September 2022), PoliNations (Edinburgh, 6 - 14 August) and 
StoryTrails (July, Dundee and Dumfries). 
  
Unboxed2022.uk 
  

END - 
  

NOTES FOR EDITORS 
For images please visit: https://bit.ly/DandelionFestivals  
  

- For further information on Dandelion and images please contact: 
dandelion@mucklemedia.co.uk  
0131 228 9713 or call Katie on 07792884852 

  
- For UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK 

UNBOXED media enquiries: Jeanette.ward@unboxed2022.uk / 07729 930 812 
  

- For EventScotland 
Event Scotland media enquiries contact: liz.wallace@eventscotland.org / 07708 795320 

 
ABOUT DANDELION: 
 
• Dandelion is an ambitious creative programme running from April to September 2022 across 
Scotland, demonstrating the power of collective action in a major ‘grow your own’ initiative.  The 
project aims to make growing your own food as easy and accessible as possible to people of all ages 
with events and activities taking place all over Scotland - from the remotest islands to the centres of 
cities – including festivals, music, and cooking, reaching audiences around the world through online 
films, and digital activities. In September these activities culminate in hundreds of harvest festivals 
across the country, reimagining this traditional celebration for the 21st century. 
 

• Dandelion has been created by team members based across Scotland including Cosmo 
Blake, Sustrans; Fiona Burnett, Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC); Neil Butler, Wrap The World; Fiona 
Dalgetty, Fèis Rois; Angus Farquhar, Aproxima Arts; James 
Johnson, getMade Design; Pàdruig Morrison, musician, and crofter; Tanveer Parnez, BEMIS Scotland; 
Donald Shaw, Celtic Connections; Nicola Strachan, James Hutton Institute; Caroline Thompson, 
Inclusion & Evaluation Specialist.  
 

• Commissioned by EventScotland and funded via the Scottish Government, Dandelion is Scotland’s 
contribution to UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK.   
 

• For more information visit www.dandelion.scot and join the conversation 
on instagram.com/dandelionscot,  facebook.com/DandelionScot, and twitter.com/DandelionScot.   

  
About UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK 
• UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK is a celebration of all our creativity taking place at over 130 
locations across the UK, and online, in 2022. It includes 10 major creative projects designed to reach 
millions of people throughout England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, as well as 
internationally.  
 

https://unboxed2022.uk/polinations
https://unboxed2022.uk/storytrails
https://unboxed2022.uk/storytrails
https://unboxed2022.uk/
https://bit.ly/DandelionFestivals
mailto:dandelion@mucklemedia.co.uk
mailto:Jeanette.ward@unboxed2022.uk
mailto:liz.wallace@eventscotland.org
http://www.dandelion.scot/
https://www.instagram.com/dandelionscot
https://www.facebook.com/Dandelion-Scot
https://twitter.com/DandelionScot


• UNBOXED has been created by some of the brightest minds from across science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and maths, with live and online events, experiences, and activities to excite, 
inspire and bring people together. It also includes learning and participation, and international 
programmes, which aim to contribute to a global conversation about creativity and collaboration. 
More than 300 creatives are already working on the 10 commissions, with more paid opportunities 
as they are developed and presented. 
 

• UNBOXED is backed by £120m investment from the UK Government, the Northern Ireland 
Executive, Scottish Government and Welsh Government. It is being co-commissioned by and 
delivered in partnership with Belfast City Council, Creative Wales, and EventScotland. 
 

• The UNBOXED programme -opened in Paisley on 1 March with About Us, 13.8 billion years of our 
history and how we are all connected from the Big Bang to the present day.  
 

• Other projects presented in Scotland in addition to Dandelion and About Us include Dreamachine 
(Edinburgh), Green Space Dark Skies (Cairngorms National Park), PoliNations (Edinburgh) 
and StoryTrails (Dundee and Dumfries). 
 

• For more information about UNBOXED and the 10 projects, please visit www.UNBOXED2022.uk 
 

About EventScotland 

• EventScotland is working to make Scotland the perfect stage for events. By developing an exciting 
portfolio of sporting and cultural events EventScotland is helping to raise Scotland’s international 
profile and boost the economy by attracting more visitors. For further information about 
EventScotland, its funding programmes and latest event news visit www.EventScotland.org. Follow 
EventScotland on Twitter @EventScotNews.   
 

• EventScotland is a team within VisitScotland’s Events Directorate, the national 
tourism organisation which markets Scotland as a tourism destination across the world, gives 
support to the tourism industry and brings sustainable tourism growth to Scotland.  
 

• For more information about VisitScotland see www.visitscotland.org or for consumer information 
on Scotland as a visitor destination see www.visitscotland.com.   
 
Unboxed is funded by:  
 

 
 
 
About Celtic Connections  
•  Celtic Connections began in 1994, when it offered 66 events at one venue. Since then, it’s grown 
more adventurous, experimental and diverse each year and now offers hundreds of events in 
locations across Glasgow. www.celticconnections.com 

 
About Glasgow Life 
•  Glasgow Life is a charity working for the benefit of the people of Glasgow. We believe everyone 
deserves a great Glasgow life and we find innovative ways to make this happen across the city’s 
diverse communities. 
 

•  Our programmes, experiences and events range from grassroots community activities to large-
scale cultural, artistic and sporting events which present Glasgow on an international stage. 
 

https://unboxed2022.uk/dreamachine%20/t%20_blank
https://unboxed2022.uk/green-space-dark-skies
https://unboxed2022.uk/storytrails
http://www.unboxed2022.uk/
http://www.eventscotland.org/%20/t%20_blank
http://www.twitter.com/eventscotnews%20/t%20_blank
http://www.visitscotland.org/%20/t%20_blank
http://www.visitscotland.com/%20/t%20_blank
http://www.celticconnections.com/


•  Our work is designed to promote inclusion, happiness and health, as well as support the city’s 
visitor economy, in order to enhance Glasgow’s mental, physical and economic wellbeing 
• For more information on our work, see www.glasgowlife.org.uk 
 
Dandelion’s Music Partners:  
 
 

                                          
 

http://www.glasgowlife.org.uk/

