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UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK 1 March to 2 October 2022 

About Us / Amdanom Ni, Y Maes, Caernarfon 30 March to 5 April 2022 

 

THE UK’S MOST AMBITIOUS CELEBRATION OF CREATIVITY OPENS IN WALES WITH 

A THRILLING RIDE THROUGH 13.8 BILLION YEARS OF HISTORY  

 

A spectacular, free open-air event exploring 13.8 billion years of history through the infinite ways in 

which humans are connected to the cosmos, nature, and one another opens in Caernarfon today.  

 

About Us / Amdanom Ni combines multimedia installations and live performance to immerse audiences 

in the history of the universe, from the Big Bang to the present day. At dusk, Caernarfon Castle and Y 

Maes will be transformed into a vast canvas combining awe-inspiring live projection-mapped animation 

with poetry, music, and live Welsh choirs performing a brand-new score by Nitin Sawhney CBE. Across 

its week-long run in Caernarfon, About Us will feature performances from Côr Dre, Côr Kana and Côr 

Eifionydd. 

Welsh poets, Grug Muse and Llŷr Gwyn Lewis have written new poems for the About Us live shows, 

presented in both Welsh and English. By day, LED video installations will showcase the creativity of 

children and young people from primary schools in Gwynedd through poems and Scratch animations.  

 

About Us / Amdanom Ni is the first of 5 major multi-site and digital creative projects commissioned as 

part of UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK, to be presented in Wales from Caernarfon to Gower, from 

Merthyr Tydfil to Blaenau Ffestiniog, and across traditional and online media until October. The entirely 

free UK-wide UNBOXED programme includes 10 projects in total.  

 

From the hidden histories of Newport and Swansea to the stories of people and place in the landscapes 

of Anglesey, the Brecon Beacons and The Gower, Welsh heritage and identity is one the key themes of 

the programme in Wales. Universal ideas about environmental sustainability and the different ways in 

which each of us perceives the world are also explored as the programme looks to the future.  

Commissioned by Creative Wales, GALWAD: A story from our future, will see Wales' boldest talent 

in screen, performance and creative technology create a multi-platform story with participants across 

Wales, to unfold in real-time over a week. GALWAD explores a possible future in 30 years-time located 

in Blaenau Ffestiniog, Merthyr Tydfil and Swansea. A creative and ambitious act of collective 

imagination from and by Wales, GALWAD is inspired by a piece of legislation that is unique to Wales, 

the Well Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, and will invite audiences to explore the moral 

dilemmas and possibilities of a different kind of future.  

Green Space Dark Skies invites 20,000 people to participate in the creation of vast outdoor artworks in 

some of the UK’s outstanding landscapes. Community groups and members of the public have been 

recruited to become ‘Lumenators’ for five events in Wales, including Anglesey, the Brecon Beacons and 

Gower, that explore the stories of those locations and people’s connection to them.   

 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funboxed2022.uk%2Fgalwad&data=04%7C01%7CBen.McKnight%40unboxed2022.uk%7Ccacd83309bf24c26f26d08da0cdee563%7C96073eca79ba43aba52250a25aba167e%7C0%7C0%7C637836448708896734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YHNJs4Z%2Fchw%2FG9ycayYmoFK4Swgnz2qISDl2MSGvgWM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.futuregenerations.wales%2Fabout-us%2Ffuture-generations-act%2F&data=04%7C01%7CBen.McKnight%40unboxed2022.uk%7Ccacd83309bf24c26f26d08da0cdee563%7C96073eca79ba43aba52250a25aba167e%7C0%7C0%7C637836448708896734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=5uXiAIcQj6r13MjIRHJww5Y8r%2BWTGIBp1i1JYNrtq6Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funboxed2022.uk%2Fgreen-space-dark-skies&data=04%7C01%7CBen.McKnight%40unboxed2022.uk%7Ccacd83309bf24c26f26d08da0cdee563%7C96073eca79ba43aba52250a25aba167e%7C0%7C0%7C637836448708896734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=A6kt6G1AbMa25MBtgct%2FES3ebqZZ8TKR1z7doF8vsho%3D&reserved=0


Dreamachine is a powerful new kind of immersive experience exploring the limitless potential of the 

human mind. It will be presented in Cardiff from 12 May. Free tickets available from today (30 March). 

(www.dreamachine.world) Dreamachine has been created by Collective Act which brings together 

Turner Prize-winning artists Assemble, Grammy and Mercury nominated composer Jon Hopkins, and a 

team of leading technologists, scientists and philosophers.  

StoryTrails uses new developments in 3D internet technology in one of the most ambitious living 

history and archive projects ever undertaken. Audiences’ will see Newport and Swansea transformed 

by previously untold stories through augmented reality. Creatives from Wales have been recruited to 

realise this project which involves historian and broadcaster, David Olusoga OBE.   

About Us has been created by the award-winning 59 Productions, one of the creative and technological 

forces behind the London 2012 Olympic Games Opening Ceremony; Stemettes, an award-winning 

social enterprise working to inspire and support young women and non-binary people into science, 

technology, engineering and maths careers; and The Poetry Society, one of the UK’s most dynamic arts 

organisations.  

 

Lysander Ashton, Director of 59 Productions and Creative Director for About Us, said:  

 

“About Us has been a unique collaborative process bringing together poets, scientists, musicians, 

visual artists and school children from across England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. All of 

these unique voices have contributed to create a dazzlingly rich composite view of the extraordinary 

universe we all share, and I can't wait for audiences to come and see it in Caernarfon." 

 

Jamie Dawes-Hughes, Secretary (Ysgrifennydd) of Côr Dre said: 

 

“One of the best aspects of the project for us as Côr Dre has been the opportunity to rehearse and 

sing with two other local choirs - Côr Eifionydd and Côr Kana - creating music and making new 

connections. After a long period of being unable to rehearse or perform, we as a choir are finally 

able to sing together and perform in our town, and we can't wait to do so.” 

 

Martin Green CBE, Chief Creative Officer of UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK, said:  

 

“UNBOXED opened in Scotland and Northern Ireland earlier this month with an overwhelmingly 

positive public response. It was thrilling to see the enthusiasm of the audiences; the excitement of 

local school children whose work is part of the show; and to hear the impact on the choir members, 

many of whom had not performed live since before the pandemic. From unique audience 

experiences to schools workshops and choir participation, we hope that About Us in Caernarfon, and 

the whole programme in Wales will bring the same joy and leave similarly special memories.” 

 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Wales, David TC Davies, said: 

“I’m delighted that UNBOXED is opening in Caernarfon, kicking off a series of events throughout Wales. 
Wales has a rich heritage of creativity, and a thriving modern creative industry, which we are extremely 
proud of. I hope people in Wales will enjoy these free shows and delight in experiences that many of us 
missed so much during the pandemic.” 

 

 

UNBOXED is funded and supported by the four governments of the UK and is commissioned and 

delivered in partnership with Belfast City Council, Creative Wales and EventScotland. 

 

Welsh Government, Deputy Minister for the Arts and Sport, Dawn Bowden, said:  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funboxed2022.uk%2Fdreamachine&data=04%7C01%7CBen.McKnight%40unboxed2022.uk%7Ccacd83309bf24c26f26d08da0cdee563%7C96073eca79ba43aba52250a25aba167e%7C0%7C0%7C637836448708896734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=id%2FNWa0dgehL%2BFRvKwR0%2Bcm0rV%2BbKQ53i9Fr7Lmj7ww%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamachine.world%2F&data=04%7C01%7CBen.McKnight%40unboxed2022.uk%7Ccacd83309bf24c26f26d08da0cdee563%7C96073eca79ba43aba52250a25aba167e%7C0%7C0%7C637836448708896734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=QbkW9jNPRtrrNJcehdK1wUcZRSVi%2BZz4nIizzjRfq8Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funboxed2022.uk%2Fstorytrails&data=04%7C01%7CBen.McKnight%40unboxed2022.uk%7Ccacd83309bf24c26f26d08da0cdee563%7C96073eca79ba43aba52250a25aba167e%7C0%7C0%7C637836448708896734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=bWlPWpSFfgmXiuBW9zlxu986m3sJLkj9JNG1UARF57k%3D&reserved=0


“We are looking forward to an exciting celebration of creativity during 2022. In Wales, this will be 

based on co-creating opportunities with the science, technology, engineering and maths sectors, 

involving communities right across Wales, so that it leaves a rich cultural and educational legacy for 

people across the country. 

“It’s exciting to see some of the projects come to fruition, with the first of the UK commissions - 

About Us – in Caernarfon this week. 

“Wales’ lead commission, GALWAD – which is inspired by the Wellbeing of Future Generations Act, 

and draws on global expertise in the climatic, technological and social conditions of the next thirty 

years - involves diverse communities exploring the possibilities for Wales’ future in 2052. The story 

of GALWAD will unfold across TV drama, digital platforms and live events which will include 

communities across Wales for a week in September. This will be the finale of the whole UNBOXED 

programme.” 

Press images: Images and footage of About Us in Caernarfon from 30 March at https://bit.ly/3JPpTx9 

A selection of images from across the UNBOXED programme https://bit.ly/3JLcSEX 
 
  
Press contacts  

Rhian Richards, Rhian.richards@wearecowshed.co.uk, 07904 965 709 

Dee McCourt, dee@borkowski.co.uk, 07803 726 543 

Jeanette Ward, jeanette.ward@unboxed2022.uk, 07729 930 812 

 

Listings 

About Us in Caernarfon  

30 March to 5 April 2022 

Y Maes, Caernarfon, Gwynedd, LL55 

Multiple live shows every evening – show times from 8.45pm to 9.45pm 

Live choirs: Côr Dre, 30 & 31 March; Côr Kana, 1, 2 & 5 April and Côr Eifionydd, 3 & 4 April. 

Live show running time: 25 mins 

About Us daytime installations are open between 10am and 8.15pm  

All events are free and unticketed 

Find out more: aboutus.earth 

 

UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK  

1 March to 2 October 2022 

unboxed2022.uk  

Follow us @unboxed2022 
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