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FIRST TICKETS RELEASED FOR DREAMACHINE AS SPECTACULAR VENUES 
ANNOUNCED ACROSS THE UK   

 
LONDON’S WOOLWICH PUBLIC MARKET, CARDIFF’S TEMPLE OF PEACE, 

BELFAST’S CARLISLE MEMORIAL CHURCH AND EDINBURGH’S MURRAYFIELD ICE 
RINK 

 
Dreamachine is a powerful new kind of immersive experience exploring the limitless potential of the 
human mind. It will debut at four unique venues across the UK, launching at London’s Woolwich Public 
Market (10 May - 24 July 2022) before being presented at Temple of Peace, Cardiff (12 May - 18 June 2022), 
Carlisle Memorial Church, Belfast (25 July – 4 September 2022) and Murrayfield Ice Rink, Edinburgh (13 
August - 25 September 2022). Free tickets for London and Cardiff have been released today, with tickets 
for other venues available in June (www.dreamachine.world). 
 
Created by Collective Act, bringing together Turner Prize-winning artists Assemble, Grammy and Mercury 
nominated composer Jon Hopkins, and a team of leading technologists, scientists and philosophers, 
Dreamachine is commissioned and presented as part of UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK. 
 
Dreamachine will provide audiences and communities with an entirely new way of reconnecting with 
themselves and each other. The four venues have each been selected for their historical and architectural 
interest, as well as the central role they have played in their community throughout their history. 
Dreamachine will see these spaces reimagined as a new kind of public amenity, providing audiences with 
a unique opportunity for shared experiences, dialogue and connection.  
 
Premiering in London, Dreamachine will transform the Grade II listed Woolwich Public Market. Located on 
a busy high street, the Market was built in 1931 and is the earliest known example of a Lamella roof to 
survive in England. It has been dormant since 2018, so the presentation of Dreamachine will reawaken the 
space and provide the public with an opportunity to reconnect with this historic building in the heart of the 
town centre, ahead of the future regeneration of the area. 
 
In Belfast, participants can experience Dreamachine at the deconsecrated Carlisle Memorial Church, one of 
the city’s most striking buildings, which has served as a gateway to North Belfast since 1875. After ceasing 
to be a place of worship in the 1980s, the church fell into disrepair before a major campaign in 2008 to 
secure its regeneration. This summer, Dreamachine will revitalise the venue and contribute to the return 
of the building as a vibrant and shared community space. 
 
In Cardiff, Dreamachine will travel to the Temple of Peace, a building designed to ‘change the world’. A 
fitting space for current times, it was built in the wake of the First World War, designed to be a place of 
inspiration, actively furthering the causes of international peace. The experience will live within this 
magnificent Art Deco civic temple, providing audiences with a unique and poignant setting for internal 
reflection. 
 
The final presentation will see Dreamachine reimagine Murrayfield Ice Rink in Edinburgh, transforming 
the Art Deco space after it was recently forced to close its doors due to Covid-19. Built in 1938, it has been 
home to one of the world’s most popular ice rinks, providing a central hub of entertainment and events for 
generations of locals.  
 
Dreamachine is inspired by an extraordinary but little-known 1959 invention by artist–inventor Brion 
Gysin. His experimental homemade device used flickering light to create vivid illusions, kaleidoscopic 
patterns and explosions of colour in the mind of the viewer. Designed to be the ‘first artwork to be 

http://www.dreamachine.world/


experienced with your eyes closed’, Gysin had a vision for his invention to replace the TV in every home in 
America. Instead of passive consumers of mass-produced media, viewers of the Dreamachine would create 
their own cinematic experiences.  

Over sixty years after its original invention, Collective Act has brought together an interdisciplinary team 
of leading minds in architecture, technology, music, neuroscience and philosophy to radically reimagine the 
Dreamachine as a powerful new kind of collective experience, bringing it to audiences across the UK for 
free. Every experience of the Dreamachine will be completely individual. The kaleidoscopic world of the 
21st-century Dreamachine is a seated experience designed to be seen with your eyes closed, that will lead 
audiences through an immersive environment of light and sound, as vibrant and dazzling as any digital 
simulation, but created by and unique to you.  

Dreamachine is presented in partnership with Cardiff Council, Northern Ireland Science Festival, 
Edinburgh Science and Edinburgh International Festival, and in association with Woolwich Works and W5 
Belfast.  
 
Listings Information: 
 
Tickets are free but must be booked in advance (www.dreamachine.world). Tickets are now available for 
London and Cardiff, with tickets for Belfast and Edinburgh available from June. 
 
Woolwich Public Market 
Plumstead Road 
London 
SE18 7BZ 
10 May - 24 July 2022 
(Tickets available to book from 29 March) 
 
Temple of Peace  
King Edward VII Avenue 
Cardiff 
CF10 3AP 
12 May - 18 June 2022 
(Tickets available to book from 29 March) 
 
Carlisle Memorial Church  
31 Carlisle Circus  
Belfast 
BT14 6AT 
25 July - 4 September 2022 
(Tickets available to book from June) 
 
Murrayfield Ice Rink  
Riversdale Crescent 
Edinburgh 
EH12 5XN 
13 August - 25 September 2022  
(Tickets available to book from June) 
 
The Collective Act Creative Team 
The project is a collaboration between:  
Assemble (interdisciplinary collective, Turner Prize winners 2015) 
Jon Hopkins (Grammy and Mercury nominated composer) 
Jennifer Crook (Director of Collective Act) 
Christopher Shutt (Sound Designer, Winner of a Tony Award for War Horse) 
Professor of Computational Neuroscience Anil Seth and Dr David Schwartzman (from the Centre for 
Consciousness Science, leading international researchers on consciousness, University of Sussex) 
Dev Joshi (Technical Director, technologist behind Rain Room, Random International)  
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Professor of Philosophy Fiona Macpherson (Director of The Centre for the Study of Perceptual 
Experience, University of Glasgow) 
Holition (Award-winning Creative Technology Studio) 
A New Direction (Award-winning not for profit Education agency) 
 
Dreamachine is one of 10 major creative projects commissioned as part of UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK. 
The UK’s most ambitious showcase of creative collaboration - across science, technology, engineering, arts 
and maths - includes free large-scale events, installations and globally accessible digital experiences, and 
an extensive learning programme reaching millions of schoolchildren. 
 
UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK is funded and supported by the four governments of the UK and is 
commissioned and delivered in partnership with Belfast City Council, Creative Wales and EventScotland. 
 

 
 
 
 
Press contacts: 
Erica Bolton / Lara Delaney, Bolton & Quinn: 
Erica@boltonquinn.com / Lara@boltonquinn.com / 020 7221 5000 
 
UNBOXED media enquires 
Jeanette Ward, UNBOXED 
jeanette.ward@unboxed2022.uk / 07729 930 812 
 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
About Unboxed 
UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK is a celebration of creativity taking place across the UK in 2022, designed 
to reach millions and bring people together. It features free large-scale events, installations, and globally 
accessible digital experiences in the UK’s most ambitious showcase of creative collaboration. Produced by 
some of the brightest minds in science, technology, engineering, arts and maths, UNBOXED  features ten 
major multi-site and digital creative projects that share new ideas and possibilities for the future. Events 
and activities take place from 1 March to 2 October 2022 – from the Outer Hebrides to Southampton and 
from Omagh to Swansea, and across traditional and online media. UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK is funded 
and supported by the four governments of the UK and is commissioned and delivered in partnership with 
Belfast City Council, Creative Wales, and EventScotland.  
unboxed2022.uk  
1 March to 2 October 2022 
 
About the venues 
The venues have been secured with support from Wales Centre for International Affairs, Royal Borough of 
Greenwich, Woolwich Exchange, Belfast Buildings Trust. 
 
About NI Science Festival  
NI Science Festival is held annually and offers a range of events which focus on science, technology, 
engineering, art and mathematics. These events platform the research of leading scientists and thinkers 
from Northern Ireland and beyond. 
  
About Cardiff Council 
Cardiff Council presides over 29 electoral wards and provides funding, support and advocacy to develop 
arts projects across the city, with the aim to increase community engagement and participation. 
  
The Culture, Venues, Tourism & Events Team facilitate the production of large events, working directly 
with organising partners to deliver projects in and around the city. 
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Cardiff is the first city in Wales to participate in the UK committee for UNICEF (UNICEF UK)’s national Child 
Friendly Cities  and Communities initiative. Our ambition is for Cardiff to be recognised as a Child Friendly 
City (CFC): a city with children and young people at its heart, where the rights of children and young people 
are respected by all, a great place to grow up. 
  
This project will provide an opportunity for children and young people in Cardiff to participate in a fully 
immersive experience which will inspire questions, boost creativity and provide hours of fun. 
 
About Edinburgh Science 
Edinburgh Science is an educational charity founded in 1989, most famed for delivering Edinburgh’s annual 
Science Festival – the world’s first and replicated the world over. They also deliver a year-long programme 
of school and community-based events which inspire, encourage and challenge people of all ages and 
backgrounds to explore the world of Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. 
 
About Edinburgh International Festival  
Edinburgh International Festival is the world’s leading performing arts festival, featuring the finest 
performers from the worlds of dance, opera, music and theatre.  
 
Created in 1947 to celebrate the enduring human spirit following the adversity of war, the International 
Festival serves as an annual cultural exchange for three weeks every August. This year the International 
Festival celebrates its 75th Anniversary and will take place from 5-28 August 2022.   
 
About Woolwich Works 
Woolwich Works is London’s newest multi-disciplinary cultural hub on the Royal Arsenal in Woolwich. 
The landmark venue opened its doors in September 2021 after a multi-million-pound restoration project 
by the Royal Borough of Greenwich and has already been named London's ‘best new spot for culture’ by 
Time Out. The programme includes cutting-edge contemporary music, award-winning stand-up 
comedy, as well as theatre, dance, cabaret and everything in between. 
 
As a registered charity, the trust also has a commitment to community access, engagement, and 
participation, including an education and community programme which has so far engaged over 1000 
children and young people. 
 
About W5 Belfast 
An award-winning Science & Discovery Centre in Belfast, Northern Ireland. W5’s mission is ‘to fire the spirit 
of discovery’, intriguing and engaging visitors with hands-on and immersive learning in a fun and inclusive 
environment.  
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