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WESTON-SUPER-MARE PREPARES TO WELCOME SEE MONSTER

World’s First Repurposed Rig from the North Sea to Open as Art Installation

‘You are who you choose to be’ - Ted Hughes, The Iron Man
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Today, following the grant of planning permission, the creators of SEE MONSTER reveal that 

preparations for the arrival of this unique large-scale public artwork for Weston-super-Mare will 
begin on Tuesday, March 8, 2022.

SEE MONSTER, part of UNBOXED 2022: Creativity in the UK, will see the historic seafront 
Tropicana site play host to the  world’s first and only  repurposed North Sea offshore rig 
dramatically transformed into a world-class art installation. Visitors will be able to journey up 
the 35-metre platform to the highest viewing point along the South West coast of England.
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Mark Canniford, Executive Member for Placemaking and Economy at North Somerset Council, 
said: “Following planning consent, we are excited to see preparations start on SEE MONSTER 
and witness this breath-taking installation start to take shape. Hosting the Monster offers an 
opportunity to reach out to a wider audience and show people what Weston-super-Mare has to 
offer. Weston is rich in culture, arts and heritage and we want to continue to ride the cultural wave 
that is taking place in the town.” 

Moving through the Monster, guests will pass behind the thrashing cascade of a 10-metre 
waterfall, and under the shimmering scales into the cavernous underbelly of the beast. Here, 
visitors will find unexpected, unpredictable displays of the great British weather. 

Audiences armed with a seaside brolly may encounter sudden showers of rainfall from above or 
find themselves engulfed within a playful collection of clouds, perhaps you’ll choose to embrace 
the inevitable outcome of a typical British ‘day out’: to get soaked wet through… Whatever the 
weather, SEE MONSTER will encourage interactive and playful moments that draw on the nature 
of our cultural cornerstone: creating the sense of children gleefully jumping in puddles, whilst 
adults grumble at drizzly grey skies and strangers bond over something mutually shared.

Brought to life by world renowned Leeds-based creative studio NEWSUBSTANCE and supported by 
North Somerset Council, SEE MONSTER will become a global first for Weston-super-Mare and the 
whole of the UK.

Patrick O’Mahony, Artistic Director and Founder of NEWSUBSTANCE comments; “We are 
really proud to deliver this unique project in partnership with Weston-super-Mare. The design 
process has been one of the most challenging but rewarding we have undertaken. We cannot 
wait to bring SEE MONSTER to life at the Tropicana, and fill this much-loved space with a joyous 
blend of entertainment, education and experimentation”.

SEE MONSTER is one of ten major creative projects commissioned by UNBOXED 2022: 
Creativity in the UK, a celebration of creativity taking place across the UK in 2022, designed to 
reach millions and bring people together.

Martin Green, Chief Creative Officer at UNBOXED said: “SEE MONSTER embodies the 
ambition of UNBOXED to bring scientists, technicians, engineers and artists together to celebrate 
creativity in a way that’s fun and incredibly important. Thanks to the collaboration involved in 
bringing this once-in-a-lifetime installation to Weston-super-Mare, we can ask questions about 
our future in a way that’s playful and thought provoking.”
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ABOUT SEE MONSTER 

SEE MONSTER will rehabilitate and reimagine a decommissioned North Sea offshore platform 
in Weston-super-Mare, transforming the retired industrial structure into a large-scale public art 
installation.

SEE MONSTER is brought to life by Leeds-based creative studio NEWSUBSTANCE and 
supported by North Somerset Council.

Located in the town’s former 1930s lido, the Tropicana, the arrival of SEE MONSTER aims to 
align with the emerging cultural landscape of the town. Drawing on Weston-super-Mare’s 
unique locality, the project aims to shine a light on the resilience of our coast, creating 
opportunities and generating new possibilities for the life of this retired structure.

After a lifetime at sea, the regenerated platform will harness renewable energy from the natural 
elements, in celebration of the great British weather and British eccentricity. It will explore the 
concept of inherited structures, be those physical, social, or environmental. What do we do with 
the structures we inherit? How do they play a part in our lives, and what actions can they 
inspire both individually and universally? With landscapes weaved throughout the structure that 
work to amplify SEE MONSTER’s message, the project poses a question of how pre-existing 
ideas can be challenged and changed through creativity.

ABOUT NEWSUBSTANCE 

NEWSUBSTANCE is an award-winning creative studio driven by invention, technology and 
performance. We have over 15 years’ experience designing and building brave and ambitious 
projects that blur the lines of art, engineering, and technology.

We occupy the space where design meets drama. From creative direction to fabrication, we 
build from a strong design aesthetic and engineering perspective, propelled by the principle that 
every aspect of our work has to perform. 

We are diverse, disruptive and driven. We are Human.
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ABOUT UNBOXED

SEE MONSTER is one of 10 major creative projects commissioned as part of UNBOXED: 
Creativity in the UK, which is taking place across England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and 
Wales between March and October. The UK’s most ambitious showcase of creative 
collaboration includes free large-scale events, installations and globally accessible digital 
experiences, and an extensive learning programme, which aims to reach millions of 
schoolchildren.

SEE  MONSTER MEDIA ENQUIRIES

Jo Brooks

Job@jb-pr.com

07930 432508

Clare Croome

clare@jb-pr.com

07787 495690

UNBOXED MEDIA ENQUIRIES 

Jeanette Ward

Jeanette.ward@unboxed2022.uk 

07729 930812 
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