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50 emerging creative professionals recruited to develop StoryTrails, the UK’s largest 
ever immersive storytelling experience for UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK 

StoryTrails presented by a wealth of industry partners including StoryFutures, BFI, BBC, 
Uplands Television, Niantic, Nexus Studios and ISO Design  

 

Fifty of the next generation of UK creative talent have been recruited by StoryFutures Academy to 

help develop and deliver StoryTrails, a unique immersive storytelling experience for audiences in 15 

town and cities across the UK as part of UNBOXED, the ground-breaking UK-wide celebration of 

creativity in 2022. 

 

The team of emerging creatives – a talented and dynamic cohort representative of the UK 

population –brings together diversity and innovation to chart a new course for the future of 

storytelling.  Utilising state-of-the-art immersive technologies, StoryTrails will bring untold and 

intriguing stories from the past to life, connecting audiences with stories inspired by a real sense of 

place through the magic of the 3D internet.  

 

Catalysed as a response to David Olusoga’s 2020 MacTaggart lecture at Edinburgh Television 

Festival on diversity in the creative industries, StoryFutures Academy has brought together some of 

the UK’s most established cultural organisations, including the BFI and the BBC alongside 

companies at the cutting edge of the 3D internet including Niantic, Nexus Studios and ISO Design 

to deliver a once-in-a-lifetime chance for the 50 creatives. And having recruited the diverse and 

http://www.story-trails.com/
http://www.unboxed2022.uk/


representative cohort from all over the UK, StoryTrails is also working to change the face and future 

of the UK’s creative industries. More information about the creatives can be found at Story-

Trails.com/our-team 

 

StoryTrails will use augmented and virtual reality (VR) to reanimate public spaces in new and 

surprising ways in 15 locations across the UK this summer. The newly recruited creatives will be 

fulfilling a range of central roles in the delivery of this project from co-producer to designer, to 

writer and they will span the length and breadth of the UK, with creatives from Northern Ireland, 

Scotland and Wales joining up with creatives from across England. 

 

StoryTrails is led by StoryFutures Academy, UK’s National Centre for Immersive Storytelling run by 

Royal Holloway, University of London and the National Film and Television School (NFTS). 

 

Professor David Olusoga, broadcaster and film-maker and Executive Producer of StoryTrails, said: 

“In 2020 I gave the MacTaggart Lecture at the Edinburgh Television Festival in which I explored the 

diversity and inclusion failures within television and the creative industries. Two years later, I am 

thrilled to be working with StoryFutures Academy to help bring about change in those industries.  

“StoryTrails will help to shape the future of the creative industries and pioneer creative storytelling 

in the 3D internet. This moment, when emerging technologies are finding their form is the same 

moment the UK’s next generation of creative practitioners are emerging. StoryTrails represents a 

direct engagement with changing the face of the industry to reflect the diversity of talent across the 

UK and to use that talent to make the UK a world leader in immersive storytelling.  

“As the UK’s largest immersive storytelling project, StoryTrails will be mapping a course for this 

amazing set of new technologies that engrains diversity at its heart.” 

Professor James Bennett, Director of StoryFutures and StoryTrails, said: “As the National Centre for 

Immersive Storytelling, StoryFutures Academy wants to ensure that the UK’s creative industries are 

not only the best trained in the use of new game-changing technologies but that the future 

workforce properly represents the diversity of the UK.  

 

“We want to empower and enable diverse talent to become leaders in this new area of national 

innovation and culture and StoryTrails will offer these 5o creatives the chance to make their mark.” 

 

The project will see 17 creatives making augmented reality story trails across city centres, 15 

building immersive installations which will map the emotional geography of a location, nine 

developing VR experiences and nine taking on a professional placement in one of the StoryTrails 

partner organisations.  

The practitioners will have unprecedented access to material from the BFI National Archive, 

regional film archives across the UK as well as the BBC, with a remit to reimagine screen heritage 

for the future of the UK’s screen based industries. 

Martin Green CBE, Chief Creative Officer UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK, commented: “StoryTrails 

is a wonderful project being developed for UNBOXED, which uses cutting edge immersive 

technologies to tell new stories about people and places across the UK. It’s brilliant that 
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StoryFutures Academy are also recruiting and training 50 creatives from diverse backgrounds to 

help shape it and expand their skills in immersive technology. In doing so, they are playing a vital 

role in building a dynamic future workforce for the creative industries in the UK.” 

StoryTrails is one of 10 major creative projects commissioned as part of UNBOXED: Creativity in the 

UK, which is taking place across England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales in 2022. The UK’s 

most ambitious showcase of creative collaboration includes free large-scale events, installations 

and globally accessible digital experiences, and an extensive learning programme, which aims to 

reach millions of schoolchildren. 

 

UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK is funded and supported by the four governments of the UK and is 

commissioned and delivered in partnership with Belfast City Council, Creative Wales and 

EventScotland. 

 

StoryTrails runs from 1 July – 18 September 2022 and it will culminate in a new film presented by 

David Olusoga which will screen in cinemas across the UK and be made available to audiences on 

BBC iPlayer. 

For further details on visit story-trails.com and via Facebook and Instagram @StoryTrailsProject 

and Twitter @StoryFuturesA  

-Ends- 

 

 
 
Notes to Editors 
Interviews, images and further quotes from the creatives are available. 
 
Media contact 
Sara Parsons, PR & Media Manager for StoryTrails 
Royal Holloway, University of London 
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For UNBOXED media enquiries: 
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About StoryTrails 

StoryTrails is a unique immersive storytelling experience, where untold stories from the past are brought to life through 
the magic of the 3D internet using augmented and virtual reality to reanimate public spaces in towns and cities across the 
UK. Audiences will time-travel via the wonder of new technologies to experience untold local histories where they 
happened. StoryTrails is led by StoryFutures Academy which is run by Royal Holloway, University of London and the 
National Film and Television School (NFTS).  

StoryTrails is one of 10 projects commissioned for UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK, a ground-breaking UK-wide 
celebration of creativity in 2022 that will bring people together and reach millions through free, large-scale immersive 
installations and globally accessible digital experiences in the UK’s most ambitious showcase of creative collaboration. 

StoryTrails will culminate with a specially commissioned film by David Olusoga screening in cinemas and available 
online.    

StoryTrails is delivered in partnership with the BFI, broadcaster and film-maker, David Olusoga, the BBC, Uplands 
Television, and leading immersive specialists ISO Design and Nexus Studios. It will use cutting edge technology from 
Niantic, makers of Pokémon Go, and it will be brought to life in The Reading Agency’s national network of libraries and by 
event-making specialists ProduceUK.  

StoryTrails runs 1 July – 18 September 2022. For further details go to www.story-trails.com  

The StoryTrails team 

StoryFutures Academy run by Royal Holloway, University of London and the National Film and Television School 
(NFTS) - Prof. James Bennett, Amanda Murphy, Prof Will Saunders, Angela Chan • BFI - Ben Luxford, Gillian Scothern • 
ISOdesign - Damien Smith, Verena Henn • Nexus Studios - Kim-Leigh Pontin, David Bradshaw  • The Reading Agency - 
Hayley Butler, Simon Savidge  • Uplands TV - David Olusoga, Mike Smith • Produce UK Lee Baker, Lana Gauscombe 

About StoryFutures Academy - storyfutures.com/academy 

StoryFutures Academy is the UK’s National Centre for Immersive Storytelling, run by Royal Holloway, University of 
London and the National Film and Television School (NFTS). Funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council, part of 
UK Research and Innovation, the Academy develops cutting-edge creative training and research programmes, to ensure 
the UK creative workforce is the most skilled in the world in the use of virtual, augmented and real-time production 
technology for immersive storytelling.  

Alumni of StoryFutures Academy labs have so far included Oscar and BAFTA winning Director Asif Kapadia, Oscar 
winning VFX Supervisor Paul Franklin and Turner Prize winning conceptual artist Gillian Wearing OBE.  

With our partners, over £1m has been invested in UK immersive production, across co-productions with BBC3, and 
Production Booster and Kickstart development funding. The award-winning VR Documentary Common Ground was the 
first-ever funded co-production, premiering at the Tribeca Film Festival in early 2019. Violence, an artistic collaboration 
between film director Shola Amoo (The Last Tree) and producer Eleanor Whitley (Marshmallow Laser Feast), had its world 
premiere at the Tribeca Film Festival, as part of the Cannes XR Virtual at the Marché du film de Cannes, in June 2020. 
Laika, commissioned by StoryFutures Academy and directed by BAFTA and Academy Award winning Asif Kapadia, made 
its world premiere in VR at BFI London Film Festival 2021 as part of their Expanded programme. 

  

About Royal Holloway, University of London – royalholloway.ac.uk 

Royal Holloway, University of London, is ranked in the top 25 universities in the UK.  Through world class research that 
expands minds and changes lives, the dedication of our teachers and the feel of the Royal Holloway experience, ours is a 
community that inspires individuals to succeed academically, socially and personally. 

The university was founded by two social reformers who pioneered the ideal of education and knowledge for all who could 
benefit. Their vision lives on today.  As one of the UK’s leading research-intensive universities we are home to some of the 
world’s foremost authorities in the sciences, arts, business, economics and law.  We are strengthened by diversity, and 
welcome students and academics who travel from all over the world to study and work here, ensuring an international and 
multi-cultural perspective within a close knit and historic campus. 

 

About UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK  - unboxed2022.uk  
 
UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK is a once-in-a-lifetime celebration of creativity, taking place across England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland, Wales and online from March to October 2022. UNBOXED is lifting the lid on 10 awe-inspiring new 
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ideas, shaped across science, technology, engineering, the arts and mathematics by brilliant minds working in unexpected 
collaborations. Unmissable events and unforgettable experiences are coming to places and spaces right across the UK: 
from coastal towns and city centres to breathtaking areas of natural beauty. 
 
Everyone in the UK can experience UNBOXED, in person, on TV, on radio and online – entirely for free. And there are 
countless ways for people to get involved in every part of the UNBOXED programme: diving into UK-wide learning 
programmes, taking part in workshops and special events, even playing a central role in bringing some of these 
astonishing projects to life. 
 
UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK is the biggest and most ambitious creative programme ever presented on these shores. 
It’s funded and supported by the four governments of the UK, and is co-commissioned with Belfast City Council, 
EventScotland and Creative Wales. Join millions for this landmark exploration of how creativity – our creativity – has the 
power to change the world. 

 


